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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO.  12  -  DECEMBER  1998

EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

A Special Set

As foreshadowed in the last issue, this bulletin marks the completion of a “quartet” of supplements, which began with “The Holy Spirit”, and now concludes with a selection of passages from four Valtorta books, entitled “Abba! Father!”  This supplement anticipates 1999, the year of God the Father.


The 1998 supplements, plus a just completed compilation called “On Evangelising”, have materialised as a special set - which can help us through difficult times, and guide us in our major God-given task of the saving and perfecting of souls.


(Please excuse the cut-back of this bulletin, a double page might have made it just too thick for the usual postage fee.)

The 1944 Notebooks

Great news: The Maria Valtorta Notebooks 1944 have just arrived!  This book is slightly larger than The 1943 Notebooks, and its contents pages look most interesting. Details of the price etc., together with other items just completed and now available, are contained in the December 1998 Catalogue Supplement being sent out with this bulletin. A critique of the new Notebooks will appear in the next issue.

New Index and Scripture Cross-Referencing

Very thankfully, I’m able to advise a substantially larger edition of these two documents.  The new Index has grown by a third, and includes many more themes, protagonists and antagonists.  The Scriptural (two-way) Cross-Referencing has grown also.  As “an afterthought”, I decided to add references from the footnotes of The Poem’s Italian edition - doubling The Poem’s passages now cross-referenced, to about 5,600.


These two documents are now being combined into one booklet of about 100 pages, entitled: “A Pilgrim’s Guide to The Poem of the Man-God”, to be completed in a week or so.


A new companion assembly, “The Poem and Scripture”, shows how The Poem re-enforces and magnifies the Gospels, and expands on the story of Mary. Some subtle translation errors are revealed, John’s contribution is highlighted, and Jesus teaches how the Gospels have “perfected” the Old Law.

An Index/Concordance for The Poem

A Scientific Index for The Poem of the Man-God should be soon available.  It will be hardback, of 540 pages, “the fruit of 15 years research on themes, names, places, chronology and biblical concordances” (the concordance is two-way).  Cost is about $40-45, and I’m promised an advance copy.  If interested, please let me know, and I will keep you informed.

New Subscription Arrangements

Some readers have expressed confusion with the previous “loose” system of voluntary donations for membership, and uncertainty as to whether they had sent in a donation or not. As next year’s bulletins will  to their 1997 size (with smaller supplements), a reduced subscription of $5.00 ($7.50 overseas) will be requested.  Please complete and return the enclosed form promptly.  Thank you for your continued support and prayers.


May you have a happy and holy Christmas, and may the Lord continue to bless and keep you.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor






INCREMENTALISM






Using the example of the gradual (“little by little”) fall of Judas, Jesus teaches how a rise to holiness is also gradual, and highlights the critical element of man’s free will.

The Saga of Judas
(Vol. 4 Chapter 466, p. 355-6)


(Jesus says to Maria Valtorta:)


« ... Judas’ figure has been distorted too much in the course of time. And lately it has been completely perverted. Some schools have sung his praises as if he had been the second and indispensable author of Redemption. Many also think that he succumbed to a sudden fierce assault of the Tempter. No. Every fall has premises in time. The graver the fall, the more it is prepared. Antecedent factors explain the fact. One does not collapse or rise all of a sudden, either in Good or in Evil. There are long insidious factors in descents, and patient holy ones in ascents. Judas’ unfortunate drama can teach you so well how to save yourselves, and how to become acquainted with the method of God and His mercy, in saving and forgiving those who descend towards the Abyss.


One does not arrive at the satanic delirium in which you saw Judas struggle after the Crime, unless one is completely corrupted by Hellish habits, which one has taken up voluptuously for years. When one commits a crime driven by a sudden event, which deranges one’s mind, one suffers but is capable of expiation, because some parts of the heart are still free from infernal poison. To the world denying Satan - because it has him so much in itself that it no longer notices him, it has absorbed him and has become part of his ego - I prove that Satan exists. He is eternal and immutable in the method employed to make you his victims... »

Two Forms of Possession
(Vol. 4 Chapter 500, p. 540-1)


(Jesus tells to His apostles that there are more subtle and powerful possessions than the demonic ones they have seen...)


« ... Man - (who decides) to love his God wholly, to give himself up to His will, to practise virtues and control passions - is absorbed in God, and in the Light that is God, in the Wisdom that is God, (and) he sees and understands everything. Later, when the absolute action comes to an end, a state takes over in the creature, whereby what has been received is transformed into a rule of life and sanctification...  The demon, a perpetual mimic of God, causes a similar effect - although limited because God only is infinite - in the mental obsession of those who are possessed, because they gave themselves spontaneously to him in order to be triumphant.  And he grants them a superior intelligence, devoted exclusively to evil, to harming, to offending God and man. But as the satanic action finds the soul consenting, it is continuous, and thus leads it by degrees to a complete knowledge of Evil. They are the worst possessions. Nothing appears outwardly, and consequently such possessed people are not avoided. But they exist. As I have often told you, the Son of man will be struck by people possessed that way. »

The Deciding Factor
(Vol. 5 “Reasons for the Work”, p. 948-9)



(In the last pages of “The Poem”, Jesus contrasts the apostles and Judas in the critical context of man’s free will...)

« ... Here are the two opposed examples. The former, very imperfect, rough, ignorant, violent, but with good will. Judas, learned more than most of them, refined by living in the capital and in the Temple, but of evil will. Watch the evolution of the former in Good, their ascent. Watch the evolution of the latter in Evil, and his descent.


This evolution in perfection of the Eleven good ones should be watched above all by those who, through a visual mental fault, are accustomed to perverting the nature of the reality of saints, making of the man who reaches holiness by means of a hard, very hard struggle against heavy obscure powers, an unnatural being without incentives and emotions, and therefore without merits. Because merit is really consequent on the victory over disorderly passions and temptations, a victory achieved through love for God, and to attain the final aim: to enjoy God for ever. It should be watched by those who claim that a conversion should come only from God. God gives the means to be converted, but He does not do violence to the will of man, and if man does not want to be converted, in vain he has what serves other people to become converted...


Study the horrible and yet common figure of Judas... It is the most important lesson to be learned by you, because it is the one that will be more useful to you in your ministry of spiritual masters and directors…  »







   LETTERS







The Radio Tape

Mum recently lent me the radio talk tape from last Christmas (Maria Valtorta Tapes No. 3)... I thought you came across really well, and I hope some of the station’s listeners contacted you to know more about Maria’s writings.





  CARMEL TANNA, Homebush N.S.W.

Lending to a Neighbour

Thanks for the excerpts.  Still reading my Poem and enjoying it as much as ever.  Am lending them to a neighbour (one at a time).
  NORMA GALLEAR, Gwandalan, N.S.W.

Fulfilling

Thanking you for the newsletters on Maria Valtorta.  I find her works to be very inspiring and spiritually fulfilling...





DIANNA ROBERTS, SUMMER HILL N.S.W.

From New Members

I have read most of Maria’s writings, including The Poem, and found them great.  (They have given me) a greater love and understanding of the life of Christ and of the Gospels.

     MAUREEN McEWEN, North Glenelg, S.A.


I have been given the five volumes of The Poem from a friend.  (It is) one of the greatest gifts of our merciful Lord to our world...  It’s like the Bible re-written for us.






     CARMELA SKEERS, Ulladulla, N.S.W.


Throughout The Poem I feel I am being taught directly by Jesus.  The Poem shows just how much Jesus suffered in every way, and how He was redeeming us - even before His Passion and Death.

  BARRY JOHNSON, Hocking W.A. 


I love the tapes I ordered ... Your personal witnessing was moving...  It was most interesting to hear of your visit to Maria’s gravesite - one tends to forget that she was a real person who only died “yesterday”... May we see each other in the near future ...



EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.


(Eva refers to a proposed visit to W.A.  God willing this, plus a visit to Brisbane, might happen early next year - Ed.)
I Wish I Was...

It is my guess that you are the most competent translator of (Valtorta’s) 1943 Notebooks.  I have been continually reading and studying the five-volume Poem with great delight, and have been helped by Jean Aulagnier’s The Diary of Jesus...







    FATHER T., Singapore


(I’m afraid I’m not, but am praying for a miracle. - Ed.)

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to some 400 members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent out to members at 3-monthly intervals.  A donation of $5 per year ($7.50 overseas) is requested, to help towards overheads and mailing costs.  A Catalogue of books and other items, and back-issues of bulletins, are available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God  inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor wishes to affirm submission to the final and official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
page  
2

