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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN  NO.  11  -  SEPTEMBER  1998

EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

The Bulletin Supplements

There has been quite a positive response to the expansion of this year’s supplement material.  And there are still many more themes which can be explored in Maria Valtorta’s extraordinary writings - some of which are still awaiting translation into English.


This issue contains Part 2 of “The Genesis and Activity of a Soul”.  It follows on from Part 1 in Bulletin #10 (on the origin and nature of a soul), and describes the soul’s activity and experience on earth, as it moves towards its eternal destination.  As before, the extracts in these supplements are direct quotations from The Poem of the Man-God, The Maria Valtorta Notebooks 1943, and The Book of Azariah.


In keeping with the dedication of the final three years of this millennium to Jesus, the Holy Spirit and God the Father, the supplement to this year’s first bulletin (#9) was: “Come, Holy Spirit”.  The next bulletin (#12) is planned to include a further selection of passages from Valtorta’s writings, which emphasise God the Father’s fundamental, awesome and loving role in Creation, and in our very lives.

Staying on Track

Recent material to hand, from sources other than Valtorta, has highlighted an intensification of themes and prophesies relating to the End Times.  Also, many people tell me that they have so much to read, it is becoming more and more difficult to keep up with it all.  I believe that too much emphasis on speculating about the future, and on trying to read “everything”, can be a distraction and a diversion - from getting and keeping our own souls in order, through prayer and through acts of charity.  If you have been affected in this way (as I have been), may I suggest a re-reading of the passages from The Book of Azariah included in Bulletin #4. These passages could be useful prompts to help us “stay on track” with some fundamentals, in these difficult times.


I am privileged and thrilled to be part of the Readers’ Group, and I pray that, with God’s help, I will do whatever He asks of me in this ministry.  May God bless and keep you all, and please pray for me, as I will pray for you.


David D. Murray


Editor and Assistant Convenor

WHY PETER ?

While undertaking a major update of the Index to The Poem of the Man-God, a sub-theme of Peter the apostle began to crystallise.  What were Pater’s special qualities, and why was he chosen to be the first leader of the apostles and of the new Church?  The following passages from The Poem give us an insight to this question.

An Early Sign
(Chapter 130, Vol. 1, p. 705)

(Shortly before the election of the twelve apostles, Jesus and His disciples are spending their first winter together, in a humble shed in the country.  James, Jesus’ cousin, has just responded eloquently to a man who has changed for the good, under Jesus’ influence...)


« You do speak well! » says Peter amazed. « I never know what to say. I can only say: “Be good. Love Him, listen to Him and believe Him”. I don’t really know how He can be satisfied with me! »


« And yet He is very satisfied » replies James of Alphaeus.


« Do you really mean that or are you saying so out of kindness? »


« It is true. Also yesterday He was telling me. »


« Was He? In that case I am happier today than I was on the day they brought me my bride... »

Not so Clever
(Chapter 132, Vol. 1, p. 717-8)


(A short time later, Jesus is with His disciples after having just concluded a series of talks with some pilgrim visitors.  Peter remarks that it will be the first year that he will not be home for the Feast of ....., and Jesus replies:)


« You are a big baby. We will light the lamps, too. So you will not be in a sulk any longer. And you will be the very one to light them. »


« Me? Not I, Lord. You are the Head of our family. It’s for You to light them. »


« I am a lamp which is always lit… and I would like you all to be such, as well. I am the eternal Purification, Peter. Do you know that I was born on the twenty-fifth of Chislev? »


« I wonder how many lamps? » asks Peter full of admiration.


« It was impossible to count them… All the stars in the sky… »


« No! Did they not celebrate Your birthday at Nazareth? »


« I was not born in Nazareth, but in a stable in Bethlehem. I see that John knows how to be quiet. John is very obedient »


« And he is not curious, whereas I am very much so! Will You tell Your poor Simon all about it? Otherwise how can I speak about You? Many times people ask me questions, and I never know what to say… The others are clever, I mean Your brothers and Simon, Bartholomew and Judas of Simon. Yes, also Thomas is good at speaking… he sounds like a crier at the market… selling goods. But he can speak… Matthew… well, it’s no problem for him! He makes use of his old skill at the customs bench to fleece people and compel them to say: “You are right”. But I!… poor Simon of Jonas! What did the fish teach you? And the lake? Two things… but they are of no use: the fish to be silent and persevering. They persevered in escaping from the net and I persevered in keeping them in it. The lake taught me to be brave and vigilant. And what about the boat? It taught me to slog away without sparing any of my muscles, and to stand up even when the lake was rough and one might fall. To watch the pole-star, to hold the rudder with a firm hand, to be strong, brave, constant, careful, that is what my poor life taught me… »


Jesus lays a hand on his shoulder and shakes him looking at him with loving admiration, a true admiration of such sincerity, and says to him: « Do you not think that is a lot, Simon Peter? You have what is necessary to be My “stone”. Nothing to be added, nothing to be taken away. You will be the eternal navigator, Simon. And you will say to who comes after you: “Watch the pole-star, that is, Jesus. A firm hand on the rudder, strength, courage, firmness, carefulness, hard work without sparing oneself, an eye on everything, capability of standing up also on rough seas… “ With regard to being silent… well… the fish did not teach you that! »


« With regard to what I should be able to say, I am more mute than fish. The other words?… Also magpies can chatter as well as I do… But tell me, my Master? Will You give a son also to me? We are old… But You said that the Baptist’s mother was old… Now you said: “And you will say to him who comes after you…” Who comes after a man but his son? » Peter’s face expresses prayer and hope.


« No, Peter. And do not be upset about it. You look just like your lake when the sun is hidden by a cloud. From bright it becomes dull. No, My dear Peter. You will not have one, but a thousand, ten thousand sons, and in every country… Do you not remember what I said to you: “You will be a fisher of men”? »


« Oh!… Yes… but… A child who called me “father”
would be so kind! »


« You will have so many that you will not be able to count them. And you will give them eternal life. And you will find them in Heaven and will bring them to Me saying: “Here are the children of Your Peter and I want them to be where I am”, and I will say to you: “Yes, Peter. It will be done as you wish. Because you have done everything for Me and I will do everything for you”. » Jesus is most kind in making such promises.


Peter swallows saliva while weeping over the dying hope of an earthly paternity, and at the same time shedding joyful tears at the rapture announced to him. « Oh! Lord! » he says. « But to give eternal life it is necessary to persuade souls to be good. And we are back to the same point: I am not good at speaking. »


« When the time comes, you will be able to speak better than Gamaliel. »


« I want to believe You… But, You work the miracle, because if I have to do it by myself… »


Jesus smiles at him gently...

Peter’s Primacy
(Chapter 342, Vol. 3, p. 371-2)

(It is now the third year of Jesus’ public life, and while travelling towards Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asks His apostles who people say that He is.  One by one they give Him different answers, then Peter responds:)


« You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God » exclaims Peter, kneeling down with his arms stretched upwards, towards Jesus, Who looks at him with His face bright with love, and Who bends to raise and embrace him, saying:


« Simon, son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not the flesh and blood that revealed this to you, but My Father in Heaven. Since the first day you came with Me, you have been asking yourself that question, and because you are simple and honest, you have been able to understand and accept the reply that came to you from Heaven. You did not see supernatural manifestations as your brother, John and James did. You did not know My holiness as son, workman, citizen, as My brothers Judas and James did. You did not receive any miracle, neither did you see Me work any; I showed no sign of power to you as I did with Philip, Nathanael, Simon Cananean, Thomas and Judas, who saw them. You were not subdued by My will, as Levi the publican was. And yet you exclaimed: “He is the Christ!”. You believed since the first moment you saw Me, and your faith was never shaken. That is why I called you Cephas. And that is why on you, Peter, I will build My Church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you bind on earth, shall be bound also in Heaven. And whatever you loose on the earth shall be loosed also in Heaven, o prudent faithful man, whose heart I have been able to test. And now, from this moment you are the head, to whom obedience and respect are due as to another Myself. And I proclaim him such before all of you. »


If Jesus had crushed Peter under a hailstorm of reproaches, Peter would not have wept so copiously. He is weeping and is shaken by sobs, with his face on Jesus’ chest. His weeping can be compared only to the tears he will shed in his grief for denying Jesus. He now weeps for many good humble feelings... A little of the old Simon - the fisherman of Bethsaida who had laughed incredulously and facetiously at his brother’s first announcement saying: « Of course, the Messiah would appear just to you!...  » - a good little of the old Simon crumbles under those tears, and from his vanishing frail human nature, Peter appears, more and more clearly, the Pontiff of the Church of Christ.


When he raises his shy embarrassed face, he can make only one gesture to say everything, to promise everything, to strengthen himself completely for his new ministry: he throws his arms round Jesus’ neck, compelling Him to bend and kiss him, mingling his somewhat bristly grizzled hair and beard with the soft golden hair and beard of Jesus. And he looks at Jesus with his large, loving, imploring and adoring eyes, still shining and red with tears, holding the Master’s ascetic face, bent over his own, in his rough large stumpy hands, as if it were a vase from which a vital liquid flowed... and he drinks kindness, grace, confidence and strength from Jesus’ face, eyes and smile...

The Depth of Peter
(Chapter 496, Vol. 4, p. 524)


(As the third year of Jesus’ public life draws to a conclusion, His suffering increases, and His greatest sorrow is knowing that Judas Iscariot, whom He has agonised over so much, will betray Him.  He is talking with His two apostle cousins, Judas Thaddeus and James, about the need to bear with one another, as no one except God is perfect...)


« ... Improve yourselves with firm will, imitating Simon of Jonas, who in less than one year has made rapid progress. And yet… Who among you was more materially human than Simon, with all the defects of a very material humanity? »


« That is true, Jesus. I never stop studying him. And he surprises me » confesses Thaddeus.


« Yes. I have been with him since my childhood. I know him as if he had been my brother. But now I have a different Simon in front of me. I must admit that when You said that he was our chief, I, and I was not the only one, was perplexed. He seemed to be the least suitable of all of us. Simon as compared to the other Simon and Nathanael! Simon in comparison with my brother and with Your brothers! Above all with regard to those five! I really thought it was a mistake… I now say that You were right. »


« And you only see the surface of Simon! But I see his depth. He has still much to do and to suffer, to be perfect. But I would like to see his good will, his simplicity, humility and love in everyone… »


Jesus is looking in front of Himself and seems to be seeing - I do not know what. He is absorbed in thought, and smiles at what He sees...






   LETTERS







The Venerable Gabriel Allegra

I have recently read the critique and notes on Maria Valtorta’s the Poem of the Man-God, by the Venerable Gabriel M. Allegra, a biblical scholar of world renown.


To give a precis of his comments is beyond my powers.  He found the Discourses of Our Lord: “lucid, strong, prophetic, at times full of majesty; at other times overflowing with tenderness”, and these, all too well, articulate my own feelings and view.


However, his comments on the writer’s (Maria Valtorta’s) efforts, the descriptions of the then Palestinian political and historical world, his comparisons with other great works such as those of Catherine Emmerich and Mary of Agreda, and his impressions on the mass of details regarding all aspects of life, people, places, and language differences - must be read by all readers of the work.


The reason is to see, simply and clearly, the impact the work has had on the heart and soul of this man, and to experience first hand, through his words, its effect seen through his acquired knowledge, experience and great under-standing, gained through a life of long study in such matters.


His faith, integrity, humility and love for Our Lord and His Holy Mother shine through his comments, together with such a weight of authority that, whilst he is highly respectful of Holy Mother Church as to its final judgement, his words only go to add, in my view, a sublime assurance as to the supernatural aspect of the work.


In closing, Father Gabriel says, and I quote:

    “I find in it (the work) a living and complete exposition of almost all Catholic doctrine and morality.  But what makes me love it more, is that The Poem itself pushes the reader to read the Bible with love and humility, and to listen with love and humility to the teaching of Holy Mother Church.”  





    DALE GORDON-STEWART, Donvale, Vic.


(At another time, Dale told me that he had received “a whisper” in his mind, when everything seemed to be going nowhere: “If you give yourself to me completely, do you see how I organise things?” And then everything was O.K. - Ed.)
From New Members

I cannot express enough the tremendous Graces I have received since beginning to read The Poem of the Man-God.  The experience is too profound for words - what a great gift Our Lord has given me!  
    TERRI ROSS, Pakenham, Vic.


The Poem teases out the Gospels and and fills the scene.  I lend my books with trepidation.  A real gift from Jesus.  






  LORRAINE TWENTYMAN, Altona, Vic.


What can be said?  “The New Testament jumps to life” (in The Poem - having read Vols. 1 and 5 so far).  Thanks for this apostolate.  I’ve gained so much from both volumes.  








 HANK FACER, Auburn N.S.W.


Have read the 5 Volumes of The Poem, and had to read them again.  



NOEL ASHCROFT, Leeming, W.A.


There is nothing else quite like these books.








 KATHY CLUBB, West Hobart, Tas.


I have read 4 volumes of The Poem and will be reading No. 5 soon.  I find them very inspiring and they help to confirm my faith.






     GERDA HUGHES, 
    “Our Lady of the Valley” Farm, Mullumbimby, N.S.W.

The Bulletins and Supplements

Thank you for the wonderful bulletins, and especially the marvellous supplement on the Holy Spirit - truly inspiring in this His year!  

    FRANCES McENIERY, Booval, Qld.


Keep up the good work, the bulletins are very inspiring.  


    MARILYN CERANTOLA, Doncaster East, Vic.


Thank you for the beautiful, inspiring compilation of such a blessed piece of Work (the Bulletin #10 Supplement).  









LORRAIN DALU, Red Hill, Qld.


Many thanks for Bulletin #10, and especially for the Supplement...  What an extraordinary wealth for reflection in these extracts!  How well I can agree with Father Allegra’s statement, “Since I have read and re-read The Poem of the Man-God, I have no taste any more for biblical-gospel novels”.  I am sure he would have included all Maria Valtorta’s writings, some of which you include in your supplements...  (I hope that) this invaluable work will be rewarded by an ever greater and wider circulation.   













 BROTHER F., P.N.G.


Thank you for the last Bulletin and enclosure.  I lend so much of these texts and books to friends, and they always enjoy them.  Maria Valtorta has at last, I feel, been accepted as a great mystic.  Our Blessed Lord was so generous to give to our world all the beautiful descriptions of His life and times, and the touching commentaries on the love that existed between Himself and His Mother, and His beloved apostles and friends.  He revealed to us so many intimate details of His life, that I feel I can never thank Him enough...  I will spread (the items I have ordered) to as many as possible.  The Poem should be No. 1 on the best-seller list!





  ROSE MARY RHODES, Carlingford, N.S.W.

Have All the Books

I (now) have all of Maria Valtorta’s books...  I am still reading The Poem every day, and still get a lot of pleasure from it.





  LOTTE GISI, Holden Hill, S.A.

“An Old Friend”

I love this latest book by Maria (the 1943 Notebooks).  It has the same class and feeling of Authenticity.  I felt I had received an old friend.





  MARYANNE DAVIDSON, Burpengary, Qld.

Cross-referencing to the Gospels

... The Index and the Scripture References (to The Poem) are really helpful, they enable me to explore and reflect on a theme - thereby giving a complete understanding of it across the 5 volumes.  The cross-referencing to the Gospels also really helps when I’m sharing a passage with the children...  (It is wonderful for) enhancing and developing our knowledge of the Bible, for which we, as Catholics, have been criticized.  






CATHERINE LOFT,  Glen Iris, Vic.

Returning Strength, Joy and Comfort

I’ve had much difficulty in getting myself organised this year, (which is) proving to be very trying (I must have upset “hairy legs”).  I’m leaning so heavily on Jesus that I’m surprised He hasn’t toppled over, (just as well He promised not to!!)  So, I’ve started reading The Poem again, and can feel my strength returning.  It really is true that Jesus and Mary are our refuge in these particular times - reading Their words and thinking about Their lives provide such joy and comfort.  Just knowing that They exist is enough to keep me going forward, and to be allowed to share in the mysteries and loveliness of Their lives, is such a great kindness from God.



    KATE SMITH, Meerschaum Vale, NSW.

The Dutch Poem

I read in different Bulletin letters how people came to know of Maria Valtorta’s writings, especially The Poem of the Man-God.  I didn’t know of Maria till I was in the Netherlands, and I joined in with a group to visit Medjugorje.  On the journey back to the Netherlands, the guide sold books of The Poem.  Some people bought 2 or 3 books, because in the Dutch language there are 12 volumes (a big cost), and each volume costs 12 guilders.  I started to read one of these books in the bus, and decided to buy the first three.  Later on, back with my relatives, I bought the other 8 books (the 12th and last book was not yet printed), and sent them by post to Australia.  My sister sent me the 12th, when I was already back home.


I am reading these already for the third time, and each time I feel happy to do this.  When you refer in the bulletins to pages of the books in the English language, I am lost, and can’t find these parts, because the numbers of the pages in the Dutch books are different.  I am not an expert in English - for me the Dutch language is easier to follow and understand.









    JO ROELOFS, Montrose, Vic.


(In future bulletins Jo, I’ll include the chapter numbers of The Poem, and the dictation dates of Azariah and Notebooks 1943.  I’m now adding Father Berti’s Scriptural references to The Poem’s Scriptural References document, from the Italian “Original” books.  These are a wonderful addition for Bible students, and will more double the number of Scriptural passages referred to.  Hopefully this, together with a substantial augmentation of The Poem’s Index document which is being undertaken in parallel, will be available this year.  Maybe these could be put on the Internet?? - Ed.)
To Better Understand the Gospels

I have gained so much from reading The Poem - like everyone else it makes me so much part of Jesus’ and Mary’s life on earth.  I agree with Father Allegra: “she renders the mysteries revealed more easy for the reader”, and “makes us better understand the Gospels.”...


I am lending (the Ven. Allegra’s testimony and the Azariah book) to a friend, and will try to get other people interested because they can gain so much.







 EILEEN HAMMAT, Normanville, S.A.


[Coppies of Father Allegra’s testimony are still available - see the blue Catalogue.  I believe it to be a wonderful introduction to Valtorta, for a potential new reader  - Ed.)
From Where the Snowy Meets the Sea

The Douay-Rheims Bible is magnificent, and I’m finally nearing the end of Volume 1 (of The Poem), but have read most of The End Times.  Mind you all your brilliant newsletters and supplements keep me busy, with all the other books and magazines...


How  about organising a Readers’ Group Retreat here? Donations only from those who can and want.  Free for the rest!!






  RICHARD EARLE, Marlo, Vic.


(Richard and Kate Earle have a wonderful set-up on their ostrich farm, near Orbost, with accommodation and a Chapel.  If interested in such a Retreat, please contact me and we’ll see what might be possible. - Ed.)

Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group

This group is a non-profit organisation, which retails publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and offers other supporting materials, to about 390 members and to other interested persons.  Bulletins are sent out to members at 3-monthly intervals.  A donation of $10 per year ($15 overseas) is requested, to help towards overheads and mailing costs.  A Catalogue of books and other items, and back-issues of bulletins, are available on request.


The writings of Maria Valtorta are considered by many to be among the most wonderful gifts given by Jesus to His followers and would-be followers in the twentieth century.  The Readers’ Group has much material available which supports their authenticity as Private Revelation.  If you receive just a fraction of the knowledge, understanding and inspiration from Maria’s revelations on the lives of Jesus and Mary, as testified by our readers, you will be very blessed.  May God  inspire us all, in our journeys to holiness.


[The material in this publication is not intended to represent the opinion of the Church.  The editor wishes to affirm submission to the final and official judgement of the Church regarding the information contained herein.]
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