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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN   NO. 5  -  MARCH  1997

EDITORIAL
Dear Readers,


This editorial is somewhat longer than usual, and is followed by an overview of the known publications of Maria Valtorta’s writings - and of other associated books and materials.  Other than The Poem of the Man-God, the new English translation of Maria Valtorta - Notebooks 1943 is probably the most significant of Maria’s works so far published in English.  Many other writings have still to be translated - most notably the visions and dictations from Maria’s Notebooks from 1944 onwards, and Lessons on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans, dictated by the Holy Spirit to Maria between 1948 and 1950.


Letters again occupy much of this issue’s space, with words ranging through interesting, enlightening, moving, inspiring and joyful from Maria Valtorta’s readers, and offering positive feedback and support to the Readers’ Group.


The bulletin also includes, as a supplementary insert page, a book commentary of Notebooks 1943 - with three significant extracts - plus news of the first volumes of a new “Encyclopaedia” of Maria’s works, now in the process of being published in Canada.

Obedience, Authority, and Prayer

Recently a Parish Priest rang and complained to me that someone had left some Readers’ Group material in his Church, without permission.  He was annoyed, didn’t believe in Maria Valtorta, and linked her writings with other modern phenomena which he said would “confuse” his parishioners.


We might disagree with those who reject Maria Valtorta’s writings.  Such writings are within the realm of Private Revelation, which we are free to believe or disbelieve, provided that such is not contrary to faith or morals.  Nonetheless, for myself, I would not place material on Private Revelation inside a Church without the Parish Priest’s permission, and I told the Priest so.  I also said I would put a message to this effect in the next bulletin.


I searched for some guidance on what to say in this column, and found the following passages on obedience and respect for authorities.  Please pray, read, and discern.


From The Poem (Vol. 3, p. 582), Jesus says rebellions are of no use:  “... With meekness and patience, without foolish haste or human deviations, by obeying when obedience is not noxious to your own souls, you will succeed in turning the authorities ...  Do your duty as subjects towards authorities, as you do your duty as believers towards God.  You must consider each authority a means of elevation, not of oppression, because it gives you the opportunity to sanctify it and yourselves, through examples and heroism ...”


From The Poem (Vol. 5, pp. 830 & 836), Jesus says:  “Remember that in an organism a hierarchy is required, so that it may be really active and wholesome, that is, someone who commands, someone who transmits orders, and those who obey...  Disobedience gives one tenth and takes away nine tenths ...”


From The Book of Azariah (p. 96-7), Maria’s Guardian Angel refers to 1Peter 2:13: “Be subject therefore to every human creature for God’s sake” (Douay-Rheims):

“And what of it?  Does God perhaps protect certain inauspicious authorities?  Oh, don’t harbour that thought!  But what accumulates merits upon you - your obedience to all human authority, so that it cannot be said that you are rebellious and turbulent and a scandal to others - at the same time accumulates condemnations upon anyone holding authority who uses it iniquitously.  Be subject, therefore.  And to what point?  As far as human law goes.  But if a human authority should ... impose upon you laws contrary to the Divine Law, then be free and capable of dying, but without betraying God and his Law...


“Be loyal adversaries of your ideological enemies.  Seek to bring them to your idea, which is holy, by holiness of life rather than by the eloquence of your speech... they are still your brothers... pray and suffer for their conversion...”


From Notebooks 1943 (p. 83), Jesus says to a suffering Maria Valtorta:  “Pray, offer, and suffer a great deal for my priests...  You pray and suffer for my Vicar.  That’s fine.  You pray and suffer for some consecrated men and women ...  That’s fine.  But it is not enough.  It is necessary for you to pray every day for my priests and offer part of your sufferings for this motive.  Never grow weary of praying for them, who are the ones most responsible for the spiritual life of Catholics...”


I believe that there is much more to gain by respecting the wishes of a person in authority in these circumstances, than by presuming, ignoring and not checking first - just as Jesus submitted Himself to the authorities and customs of the Jewish Law during His whole life.  If readers would like to respond or add to the above, please do so.

(EDITORIAL  Cont’d)

Larger Print

A reader from Victoria asks if there is any chance of the extracts being put into larger print.  Older people would be helped that way.  She realises this would result in more pages, but it would be well worth the extra cost.


A larger print edition would add about 60% to the number of pages, and increase the cost somewhat.  I’ve now taken her advice and produced a larger print edition - as a second option - of “The Nativity, the Shepherds, and the Three Wise Men” (the new print size is the same as in this bulletin), and am making available (in the larger print) two further compilations: “The Priests of Jesus” (highlighting the need to respect the vocation and the responsibilities of priesthood) and “Readings on the Stations of the Cross” (perhaps a timely meditation for Lent and Passion Week).  The enclosed (March 1997) catalogue contains details of these extra items, and also some advice about postage costs.

Have Poem, Will Travel

I plan to spend 2 weeks after Easter “heading north” to Brisbane - perhaps going up inland, and then back to Melbourne through Sydney and via the coast.  The purpose of this trip is to visit and listen to Readers’ Group members, talk to some groups, and anything else that might help encourage devotees and potential readers of Maria Valtorta’s wonderful writings.  I’ll bring my little old car, my testimony, the rose petal, and a load of materials and books.  If you want me to drop in, please let me know as soon as possible.


While away (between Good Friday and 14th April), my phone and fax will be unattended.  If you want to contact me urgently, please leave a message on (03) 9737 9552.


May God bless and keep you all.

DAVID D. MURRAY.   Editor and Assistant Convenor.
P.S.  Friday March 14th 1997 is the 100th anniversary of Maria Valtorta’s birth.  Let’s have a “spiritual hook-up” of Masses, thanksgiving and prayers, with Maria, on this day.

     THE COMPLETE VALTORTA WORKS


The recent English edition of The Maria Valtorta Notebooks 1943, by Centro Editoriale Valtortiano in Italy, fills a significant gap in the availability of Maria Valtorta’s writings so far translated into English.  Below is a sum total of all Maria’s writings and other associated material.  (Early news of a forthcoming Encyclopaedia of Maria’s works is contained in this issue’s insert page.)
1.
The following are Maria’s writings and other connected books which have now been published in English:


Maria Valtorta - Autobiography, completed early in 1943 under obedience to her Spiritual Director, and a testimony of Maria’s suffering and growth to holiness.  In Notebooks 1943 (p. 112), Jesus tells Maria:


“When I inspired Father (Migliorini) to ask you for your little autobiography, I did so because I knew that it would do you good.  In writing it, you expelled all the bitterness, all the venom, and all the ferment which life had deposited in you.  You cleansed yourself of it.  You needed to tell yourself again all you had suffered and to tell it to a Christian heart.  This is what consoles most as long as you are human beings.  You needed, so to speak, to do some spiritual book-keeping to see what you had given to God and received from God, what you had given to men and received from men...”

The Maria Valtorta Notebooks 1943, a 626 page soft-cover publication with some 264 dictations which began on Holy Thursday 1943 - mainly from Jesus but also from God the Father, Mary and the Holy Spirit - and many commentaries by Maria herself.


The Victim-Souls, a soft-covered Swiss publication of 86 pages (not carried by the Readers’ Group), derived wholly from dictations in Notebooks 1943.


The End Times - As Revealed to Maria Valtorta, revelations from Jesus which lift many veils off the Book of Apocalypse, and clarify other Scripture passages relating to these present troubled times.  About two-thirds of its 150 pages have been taken from Notebooks 1943, with the remaining dictations dated between 1944 and 1949.


The Poem of the Man-God, the best-known and epic work which contains a detailed description of the lives of Jesus and Mary - based on over 700 mystical visions and dictations granted to Maria Valtorta from early 1944 to 1951.  The only passages from The Poem which are taken from Notebooks 1943 are some comments by Mary on the Nativity, the Eucharist and the Assumption, in Volume 5.


The Book of Azariah, containing commentaries by Maria Valtorta’s Guardian Angel Azariah, on readings from 58 Masses of the 1946-7 liturgical calendar.


Maria Valtorta - Prayers, a selection of prayers and meditations of Maria Valtorta’s entreaties and writings other than in The Poem of the Man-God.  Approximately 10% of this selection is from Notebooks 1943.


The Holy Shroud - and the Visions of Maria Valtorta, Msgr. Cerri’s thought-provoking book comparing the deductions of experts on the Holy Shroud with Maria Valtorta’s visions.


The Virgin Mary in the Writings of Maria Valtorta, by Father Gabriele Roschini, the famous mariologist and author of over 125 books, and regarded as his most important work.

The Diary of Jesus, Jean Aulagnier’s chronological account of the life of Jesus comparing information derived from ancient calendars, with the details and passage sequences from The Poem of the Man-God.

2.
As far as is known, works as yet unpublished in English (how wonderful it must be to read Italian) are:

o
numerous visions and dictations from Maria’s Notebooks written during the years 1944 to 1947 and 1953, including visions on the martyrdom of various saints.  (It is understood that an English translation of these Notebooks is now in progress);

o
Lessons on the Epistle of Paul to the Romans, dictated to Maria by the Holy Spirit between 1948 and 1950;

o
A “non-revealed” commentary on the Book of the Apocalypse, written by Maria herself in 1950;

o
some 2,000 pages of letters written by Maria Valtorta to various persons, and by them to her;

o
Testimonies of Marta Diciotti (Maria’s companion for many years), spoken into a microphone from early 1975, and made into a 526 page Italian publication in 1987;  and

o
numerous certifications by various persons (including clergy and lay scientists) on Maria’s writings.



        LETTERS



The Azariah Extracts

Thank you very much for Bulletin #4 which I received today.  Your extracts from The Book of Azariah are most helpful.  I have this book, but so far have only had cursory glances through parts of it.  So I am very grateful to you for printing out such inspiring messages from the book - messages I can read and meditate on.


I rejoice that you are receiving such beautiful letters, which must really gladden your heart, and make you feel the apostolate (with the untiring help of God’s grace and the Holy Spirit) is really worth-while.




  JOAN LILL, Narrandera, N.S.W.


[It took a second reading of “The Book of Azariah” for me to really appreciate the value of Azariah’s advice to Maria Valtorta, and to us, her “little sheep” (see Vol. 1 p. 246 of “The Poem”).  The “apostolate” is a joy for me - I hope and pray I can adequately serve its possibilities. - Ed.]
Azariah, and The Poem

In The Book of Azariah, I read the appropriate Sunday passage, and whenever I remember, I read it again.  It speaks volumes to me.  I can nearly hear my own angel saying: “Yes, yes!”  I go through the Mass beforehand, with its appropriate Psalms etc.


I think it has been given to us for several reasons.  Firstly, for just the beauty of the readings and the contemplation they evoke.  Secondly, if (or should I say when) our real trials begin and we have no Priests and no Mass, then these Masses given to us by Azariah will be our guide, and we will not be alone trying to blunder our way through services.  Thirdly, (after) the trials this book is a marvellous guide for the people left.  The other deep, thought-bending stuff that clogs some less intellectual brains, and makes them give up the search, is not there and is not needed.


As for The Poem, I find it so powerfully emotional that I can only read one chapter at a time.  I have to have a rest and think about it.  I have just read about Eliza giving Jesus consolation (Vol. 4, p. 721).  I wanted so much to be her at that moment, it was real physical pain.  Two chapters before, Jesus explains about the soul and its regality (p. 694-5).  The simpleness of that whole statement (should be) taught in schools - it is the answer to one of the questions all teenagers ask: “Why doesn’t He just stop sin?” etc., and Jesus says simply: “That would be oppression.”




        MARY ARMS, Boronia, Vic.

A Re-union in New Zealand

As soon as I started to read Louise Dowman’s letter (Bulletin #4), I knew that I was the person referred to as recommending her sister to read The Poem way back in 1990.  So I wrote to Louise and to her sister Jo Donavan, and we arranged to celebrate the birth of Jesus 2,000 years ago, on 11th December, at Taihape where Jo lives.  Louise lives about 20 km south of Taihape.  December 11th was my husband’s “day-off”, so we travelled to Taihape - a three hours drive - and spent the day with Jo and Louise.  We attended a healing Mass at Midday.  It was, in Jo’s words, “a memorable day”.  God works, using little strands, weaving together in His own timing.

CELINE RYAN, Lower Hutt, New Zealand.

    [A few Melbourne zealots also had a quiet get-together on that morning - for Mass, a sharing, and then adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  We played it low-key, so as not to suggest any lack of respect for the traditional date and celebration of Christmas. .  We appreciated our get-together so much that we are planning to meet again on 14th March, the 100th anniversary of Maria Valtorta’s birth - Ed.]
Tess Made It

[In Bulletin #3 we reported that Tess Allison, 76-year-old and wheelchair-bound, left on a pilgrimage for Medjugorje on 7th September.  This letter, in her usual copperplate writing,  arrived in December  - Ed.]

Thank you for the interesting bulletin (#4) and your nice note inquiring about my trip to Medjugorje.  I am happy to tell you I had a most wonderful 33 days there, days spent in deep prayer, as one can do in this heavenly place.  I couldn’t climb the mountain of course, but I made up for this by spending each day in the Church or in the lovely Adoration Chapel.  One just cannot pray enough there, I felt Our Heavenly Mother’s presence so strongly and just wanted to be with Her.  I found it very hard to leave and come home.


I had a few problems with my wheelchair - it is motorised, can’t be folded, is quite heavy, and it made things difficult.  But everyone was very good and helpful, and I made it.  I could never have made it without Our Lady’s help - I am sure of this.


The village of Medjugorje has grown, with many shops, quite modern houses, and lots of buildings under way.  It’s not the little pleasant village it was in ‘87, when I was there.  May God bless you and yours.  Love, Tess.




 TESS ALLISON, Bairnsdale, Vic.

The Rose Petal


Thank you so much for the Holy Image of Our Lord crowned with thorns.  It makes one weep to see His suffering, and yet with what “love” He gave himself up for “us”, his creatures that He created - with love for Love.  I’ve framed the big image, the little ones I will give to others who I know will treasure them.         MARY SCHULTZ, Wellington, N.Z.

A New Reader

Many thanks for the prompt delivery of Volume #1 of The Poem.  Also for the photo of the rose petal, which we had been shown and were anxious to obtain for ourselves.  Now we have one, thank you.


We have already received much joy and many graces since receiving the first volume, and have only read the first one hundred pages!


           JENNY & KELVIN WADEY, Marshall, Vic.

Resumed Reading

I have had The Poem for quite a while.  My husband has read it and thought it wonderful.  I myself began reading it but put it away, due to some controversy.  Before The Poem I was reading The City of God by Mary of Agreda.  I found this excellent, and very deep.


Have once again resumed reading The Poem, very slowly (due to circumstances of sickness in the family).  Hopefully I will be able to share more with you as time goes on.

           KATHY VARADY, Northam. W.A.

(LETTERS  Cont’d)

Not so Alone

I often read The Poem when sitting in front of the Blessed Sacrament exposed.  No one likes to die alone, and this book brings home to me very strongly just how alone Jesus was when He died.  Apart from His Mother and a few friends, He seems to have been surrounded by a vicious mob, only interested in tormenting Him to the end.  His Resurrection from the dead is probably the most significant event in all history.  Here again there were very few witnesses.


I think it is a very good practice to stop at 3 p.m. every day and recall for a while how alone Jesus was in these events.


      JOE PURCELL, The Gap, Qld.

Jesus is Real and Alive

I love The Poem of the Man-God.  Jesus is real and alive.  I have read and re-read the five volumes over and over many times, thanks to a friend.  So please may I be on your mailing list.
         MAUREEN WHELAN, Bendigo, Vic.


[You’re very welcome Maureen.  The mailing list grows slowly and steadily and by word of mouth, with many new members also saying “thanks to a friend”.  - Ed.]

A Matter of Time

I really must direct my short time of reading to The Poem, encouraged by the Readers’ Group bulletins - which are excellent.

    RICHARD EARLE, Marlo, Vic.

The Letters

It’s wonderful to read the pages of letters received, to know how people enjoy The Poem of the Man-God. and to hear how it affects their lives.  I, too, have all five volumes given to me as gifts, and I just keep re-reading them and learning from them.  What treasures they are.




      JUNE FUERY, Wodonga, Vic.

The Shepherds

I am very taken with the “Bethlehem Shepherds” booklet and would like a few more when you send something else.  Their story has always appealed to me - the initial contact, then the way Jesus found and encouraged them, and their faithfulness right to the end.  Inspiring stuff!




  ELVA MURPHY, Ashgrove, Qld.


[Others receiving this booklet have also responded very positively - a beautiful little gift.  Many thanks to our “writer from Tasmania” whose inspiration it was.  - Ed.]
Poetry, Light and Truth

Thank you for the lovely little Christmas grace you sent me (the “Shepherds” booklet).  It is really a very attractive presentation of material.


As I was delving into it - not yet finished - a light came to me about the significance of the word “Poem” in Maria’s title.  That now helps me to read her, for I don’t have to accept all as historic fact.  It is poetry which conveys its own light and truth in its own way.


Now let me wish you and yours the precious graces of Christmas.
       BROTHER ANDREW, Hawthorn, Vic.

The Notebooks 1943

I am thrilled that, at long last, the Notebooks are being translated, and hope that the others will not be too long in being available in English.  I have read them in Italian but with some difficulty, though they were still a wealth of inspiration to me.



  JANICE ADORNI, East Corrimal, N.S.W.

To Love Him

Thank you for the photos of the dear Crucified Face of Jesus.  As for the Notebooks 1943 I am amazed and thrilled to have a copy.  The reading of it shows us how much Jesus needs us to love Him, and our neighbour.  No grace is withheld if we really love Him...  He does expect a lot from those who claim to love Him.  I really thought I wasn’t doing too badly, but after reading what Maria tells us and what Jesus says to her (page 28-9 and other pages) I realise how much I have to change.


After reading The Poem’s 5 volumes, I’ve always wanted to get to read some of her other writings.  The Notebooks are real eye-openers.  Thanks be to God for letting me live long enough to read them...  I’ve been very ill for two weeks (in hospital), saw a good doctor, and ... here I am home again...  God bless you and all your helpers... All the best and I’ll keep praying for (the Readers’ Group’s) work.




        SISTER M.C., Adelaide, S.A.


(Sister M.C. has been in Convent life for 63 years.  See her previous letter in Bulletin #4.)
From Canada


I have just read with the greatest interest Bulletins #3 and #4: marvellous!  They are real Valtortian literature.  The excerpts are perfect and the correspondence is so moving!  Your compilations and index will be very useful.


I am reading (slowly) Notebooks 1943:  To me they seem better than all I have read up till now.  I imagine that the good Lord is speaking directly to me on all kinds of fundamental and spiritual subjects, for my own “elevation”.


May I refer you to pages 242-3, where Jesus describes the “finely-knit net” He is building us now:  your bulletins and ours are doing just that, are they not?



  ANDRE COUTURE, Sherbrooke, Canada.


[Andre is director of the Maria Valtorta Research Center in Quebec Province.  He and Professor Leo Brodeur (the Center’s president) gave me much material and were a great help to me while in Canada in 1995.  See extract below, from the pages Andre mentioned in “Notebooks 1943” -  Ed.]
“A FINELY-KNIT NET”
[from Notebooks 1943, p. 242-3, and (with a slightly different translation) in  

End Times, p. 30]


(Jesus tells Maria Valtorta of His coming “Kingdom of the earth ... a visible, real Kingdom, not just a spiritual one, as it is now, and for a few ...”):


“... Like a finely-knit net, I shall pull behind my light those who have reached spiritual subtleness, but those weighed down through the union of their flesh with Satan, the spiritually dead, whom the soul’s corruption keeps sunk in the slime, will not enter into my Light and will finish becoming corrupted in the union of Evil with Darkness... I make you into radio-telephone operators intent on hearing the teaching which is perfect and which I have already given and do not change, for the Truth is One, but it has been forgotten or deformed, excessively forgotten and excessively deformed, for it was useful to forget it or deform it...”

