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MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN # 4 – DECEMBER 1996
AZARIAH  GUIDES  US     (Extracts from “Maria Valtorta - the Book of Azariah”
“The Book of Azariah” contains commentaries by Maria Valtorta’s Guardian Angel Azariah, on readings from 58 Masses of the 1946-7 liturgical calendar.  In many of the book’s passages, drawing from explanations of passages in both the Old and New Testaments, Azariah gives valuable advice for modern-day disciples about ways of coping with rejection and hostility by sceptics and opponents of Private Revelation, and how to turn such difficulties into opportunities for love, for Grace, and for carrying out God’s will.

Believers and Non-Believers  (p. 81)
    (Azariah advises us to be wary of those who believe only what they understand.)

    “The world is teeming with Thomases ... those who out of pride ... cannot admit but what they understand, forgetting that God is infinite in everything and they are limited in all respects: ‘Blessed are those who are able to believe even without comprehending the reason for something.’  Blessed for their simplicity, for their humility.  Blessed for their abandonment.

    “Always blessed, even if they should happen to be deceived.  Because the trap will weigh upon the one who has contrived it, and not upon the one falling into it ... and say, ‘Glory be to You, O Lord, for this manifestation of Yours,’ instead of saying, ‘I cannot believe that God can do this.’”


(Jn. 20:27; 1Jn. 5:4; Acts 5:39)

Inclusion in the Vatican Index  (p. 58)

    [Many devotees of The Poem of the Man-God have sought reassurance about its authenticity, because it had been included on the Index of Forbidden Books, now since abandoned.  This inclusion was not because of anything contrary to Faith or morals, but because The Poem was first published by over-enthusiastic friends before the required permission had been obtained, a situation which has subsequently been clarified - see Readers’ Group Bulletin #3.]

    (Azariah comforts Maria who has suffered persecution in her role as “spokeswoman”, and asks her to share the same pain which Jesus experienced.  Maria writes:)

    “All my afflictions come from the daily observance of how the Words which God has said to me are in the hands of everyone, propagated, altered, and used without any approval whatsoever ... How much, how much pain ... comes to me from this disobeying of such frank orders by Jesus ...!  Only God measures the breadth and depth of the torment which the acts of disobedience by others occasion me.”

Withdrawal and Silence  (p. 104-5, 137, 334)

    (There have been questions regarding Maria Valtorta’s sanity in her later life, as she seemed to withdraw into herself.  The following passages from Azariah shed some light on these years prior to her death in 1961.)

    “The time of the ‘great silences’ which St. Therese of the Child Jesus prophesied to you ... has thus come.  Sink into them.  Identify yourself more and more with God, separating yourself increasingly from men ... Manifest these words just once, and then silence.  Silence in the face of useless answers and useless questions, and silence regarding useless references to whoever cannot change things or does not want to change them.”

    “Soul of mine, like a weary, wounded dove you remain in the hollow which is your nest.  You remain in God.  You do not speak, do not move.  You fix yourself.  This alone.  You  cannot do otherwise, oppressed as you are by the pain coming from men, stunned by their anticharity, and absorbed by God, who shows Himself to you to console you, to say to you, ‘I am everything for you.’  But words are not needed for you to be understood by Him Who loves you.  Your love speaks with its faithful throbbing.  And that’s enough ... Remain in your justice.  Remain in your obedience.  There is no one greater than God.  Follow His commands, then, and nothing more ...”

    (Maria expresses sadness, thinking how she will miss the joys of the visions and dictations she has received, when they are finished.  Jesus appears to her and says:)

    “Why do you say this?  Can you think that I will deprive you of them because you have completed the work?  I shall always come ... I shall take you higher up, into the pure spheres of pure contemplation, wrapped in the mystical veils ... and I shall make you forget the world in My love ...”
Only God’s Instruments  (p. 212-4)

    (Azariah talks of the free will of others - to choose whether to believe or to disbelieve what Maria Valtorta has written.)

    “(St. Paul says) ‘Before God, we are, indeed, the sweet smell of Christ for those who are being saved and for those on the way to destruction - for the latter, the smell of death producing death;  for the former, the smell of life producing life.’

    “This is what the servants of God are, His instruments in the different missions for which God consecrates them ... Apostles or victims, instruments of voices, the servants of God must be so united to Christ Jesus that they bear Him among men in a perpetual incarnation, so that the world will know Him and by free will give itself life or death, accepting or rejecting the Lord, without being able to say as an excuse: ‘We did not know Him.’”

    (Azariah emphasises that out of love, and only love, can we make worthy sacrifices as God’s instruments.)

    “And you must believe this, not, indeed, to boast about, but to recognise the Lord’s work in you, and give Him praise for it, and reverence the gift you receive, and use it with veneration for yourselves and your brothers ...”


(2Cor. 2:14-16)

“To Whom Much is Given ...”  (p. 25-6)
    (Azariah advises us to consider the words of Paul.)

    “Listen to this master, who speaks to those spreading the Word of God in a special way ... Paul says, ‘We exhort you not to receive the Grace of God in vain.’ ... He has shown you that if it is a gift, it is also a yoke and obliges one to practise continuous virtue so as not to become a condemnation.  He has said so: ‘Of him to whom much is given, much is asked.’  Yes, to be able to say, ‘I did not know’ is denied to you.  In knowing, therefore, you must be perfect according to your strength, and realise that it constantly increases, for Wisdom fortifies the souls that receive it with humility.

    “You are thinking, ’And if one receives the gift half-heartedly?’  If one acts that way, or, worse still, corrupts it with human or Satanic additions, then strength does not increase, but recedes, goes astray, and Wisdom withdraws after having been condemned.  Receive, then, the Grace of God actively, ever more actively.  You must reach the point where even a breath is regulated according to a good will to serve Grace ... in all things behave as an instrument of God, with great patience ...”


(1Cor. 6:1-10)

Granaries of the Lord  (p. 21-2)

    (In words which could foreshadow the End Times, Azariah describes how Joseph, in the Old Testament, stored superabundant harvests in granaries, providing for the coming famine.)

    “When the seven years of famine came, the Egyptians did not die of hunger because Joseph’s granaries were opened, and others, too, from other countries, came to collect grain where foresight had gathered it.

    “How much famine for hungry souls now as well!  That’s right - it will grow, and they will be hungrier and hungrier.  And the Lord is thus accumulating wheat in His granaries.  To give it to whoever is hungry ... Like watchful sentries, you must tirelessly gather in and preserve what the Lord pours into you for your nourishment ...

    “Yes, if the souls called to an extraordinary way are faithful ... they, like a fruitful plant, will grow and give the nourishment with which they are nourished ... saying, ‘Come, brothers and sisters!  Come and eat! Let us taste the food of God together.’”


(Gen. Ch. 41: to 47:)

Rejection and Persecution  (p. 109, 165)

    (Mary, the Mother of Sorrows, counsels Maria on coping with rejection, and not losing heart.)

    “Bear in mind the Mother in this contingency as well.  How you resemble your Mother when, as a stranger in Bethlehem and bearing the incarnate Word, She knocked in vain at the doors, asking for aid, shelter, mercy!  Mercy more for the Word than for Herself, a poor woman weighed down with maternity and weary from the long journey ... It is always that way, beloved daughter.  We are disliked, persecuted, mocked, and misunderstood because we bear the Word that the world does not want to receive ...

    “But do not be afflicted.  In the eyes of God you are justified exactly as I was in giving birth to the King of kings in a fetid cavern.  We are not to blame ...”

    (Azariah describes Jesus’ victory over Satan during His last Agony.)

    “... while dying transfixed, struck, vilified, accursed, Christ, in His dying Heart, said, ‘I am the King and Redeemer.  In vain, O Satan, have you wished to make me doubtful.  This is the sign that I am in the Grace of the Lord and pleasing to Him, and that I shall obtain everything, for everything is against Me.  The contradictions of Satan and the world, against one who is not of the world, is the surest sign that he who is persecuted is in You, O My Father.’

    “Yes, Maria.  Contradiction regarding a good work, persecution of an innocent soul, is the most certain probative sign, never lacking, that this work is of God and that this soul is in the service of God.

    “Rejoice, then, because you are persecuted and contradicted, for this is a sign that you are in God and your work is of God ...”

Charity and Prayer  (p. 192-3, 117, 115)

    (Azariah asks us to be charitable towards our persecutors.)

    “You belong to the time of love;  you are a Christian, and on your lips only prayer in favour of your enemies must flourish - indeed, you ought to call those who cause you pain not enemies, but ‘poor brothers.’  Are they not really deprived of true riches, not possessing charity, not having justice, not knowing the supernatural voices? ... Poor, poor brothers of yours! ....

    “Pray a great deal that in the time remaining to them they may be able to robe themselves with what the Lord demands for those invited to the wedding ... pause often to ask for protection for yourself.  Nothing else.  You belong to the time of love, and love wants for others what it wants for itself.  It therefore invokes God’s power for your defence and their conversion, and nothing else.  And you will truly be asking the Lord for what is pleasing to Him ..”

    “One who prays only for spiritual things and for the glory of God and the welfare of his brothers is like a star ... blessed are those who ... say only, ‘I pray that what is for Your glory and what may serve to sanctify my brothers and sisters may be accomplished ..”.

    “... soul of mine, remember this: ‘When every human joy has disappeared from a task and yet that work is continued exclusively with the supernatural gift of giving glory to God and aid to one’s brothers, it is then that the work is supersanctified and supernaturalised, becoming profitable.”


(Mt. 5:44; Lk. 6:28; Rom. 12:14)

False Humility and Shining Lights  (p. 268-70)
    (Azariah urges us to be prudent, and not to keep secret God’s extraordinary gifts.)

    “Prudence, which is always the companion of a silent reserve ... and conceals the extraordinary under the ordinary ... should never degenerate ... into false humility and deceit ... When it is necessary for you, dear extraordinary souls, to speak or respond to someone duty-bound to question you, you must not, out of false modesty, say, ‘I have nothing, for I am the greatest sinner,’ when ... by the Grace of God, you are not sinners to the point of disgusting the Lord.  It would be a lie ... above all, you must not do so with the secret desire to hear yourselves being told, “No, you are holy’, (but) sincerely respond ... ‘Yes, the Lord has done these things in me, although I am poor and imperfect.’

    “Mary was not proud in singing Her psalm.  She humbly recognised the good things which God had done for Her ...

    “Paul is not proud in saying, ‘Imitate me.’  He simply tells his faithful to imitate him, for the mercy of God, joined to man’s will, had made him, Paul, a perfect image of Christ ...

    “To say, ‘God has loved me in an extraordinary way’ is not to sin by pride, (it is, instead, a means of) magnifying the Lord for what He has done for you.  Did the Divine Master perhaps not say, ‘When a lamp is lit, is it not placed under a bushel, but on high so that it will be seen and give off light’?

    “... So it is with the instruments of God.  They must shine ... sometimes ... unknown ... And how?  By the sanctity of their lives, by tireless work obedient to God’s desires, and by their love and other virtues which at the right moments ‘magnify the Lord for the great things done in them,’ but they always illuminate, for the Lord, living in them completely, shines and casts forth His light and His holiness from them, and, like sailors lost in the dark tumultuous sea, spirits head towards these solitary beacons, battered by the storms of the Enemy and the enemies of God and of His instruments, but strong, heroic, always ready to receive the Light and beam it upon the shipwrecked so that they will be saved.”

(Lk. 1:46-55; 1Cor. 4:16; Mt. 5:15)

Giving a Testimony  (p. 75-6)

    (Azariah suggests how to defuse deniers and denigrators.)

    “... you may say, ‘I do not know who He is.  I know that I was wretched and He has healed me in soul and in body.’  And you can particularly make the luminous statement of the man born blind to those who reproached him for having received his sight from a reprobate: ‘I don’t know if He is a sinner, but I know this alone: that I was blind and now I see ... If the one who healed me were not God, He couldn’t have done it.’

    “Yes, that’s how you can reply to those insinuating doubts about the spokeswoman (Maria Valtorta): ‘We don’t know what she is.  We only know that she has healed our spirits .. If the one who healed us were not an instrument of God, her pages would not have been able to convert us.’”


(1Cor. 1:27-9; Jn. 9:25 & 32-3)

Soul to Soul  (p. 270-2)

    (In what is perhaps the most significant wisdom offered to us in these extracts, Azariah describes the hidden work of souls, communicating with other souls.)

    “Souls seek God.  It often seems to you that they do not.  You do not know the spiritual sufferings of a soul enclosed in a body and subject to thoughts which are hostile to God.  Those who possess these disheartened souls do not themselves notice the tears of their blinded, chained soul going about in distress in search of the Light ... (Sometimes a soul receives) mysterious words to bear off with itself in secret.  Words which seem to have been spoken and received in vain and which sometimes reappear on one’s deathbed and win the final battle, delivering a spirit to God.

    “Many words are not needed.  Sometimes none.  To see one another - a glance.  Your eyes gaze in a way that is no longer earthly.  You look, but it is not you - Christ looks through you.  You see, but you do not see the man in front of you.  You see his soul with your soul ... while your lips are silent, your soul loves.  And by loving, it caresses and comforts the embittered, sick, irate soul speaking to you.  You also speak sometimes and say commonplace words to commonplace listeners, from whom you want to keep your secret hidden.  But ... now and then a spiritual gem falls from your lips, like a spark escaping from the Fire possessing you, and the one speaking with you receives it and meditates upon it, and his soul awakens, reflects, and sometimes decides.

    “Nothing from the works of love is ever lost ... Yes, there are many, too many, who live as enemies of the Cross of Christ ... But they are often only savage souls or have been made savage by a combination of circumstances.  They do not know.  They are not aware.  They thus do not love and do not distinguish.  Priests are of no use to them ... The Sacraments are useless for them ...

    (Azariah describes the fear which a savage might have for a ship, or an aeroplane, or a missionary, or a doctor’s serum.)

    “Do not, therefore, be amazed if the spiritual savages dwelling in your midst fear and hate, shun and rage against what is of the spirit and the Church, and live in their brute ignorance.  They are unfortunates.  They do not go to the spiritual streams.  They see them, for they are conspicuous, and shun them.  But who avoids drinking from a fresh jet emerging from a mountainside?  It seems so humble, so devoid of all miraculous power.  There is no suspicion or precaution against it.  And people drink from its freshness.  And Grace enters this way, unnoticed, where it would have entered in no other manner.

    “Many who were enemies of the Cross and live for their bellies and the things of the earth, stop being such through the secret operations of the secret missionaries of the civilised world that you are, instruments of God.

    “Many, too, hate you - those in whom Satan reigns and hates you from them.  But disregard this;  do not be afraid of them ... And be steadfast in your work.

    “Even if you do not find anyone to lend you a hand among the priests of Christ ... be steadfast, considering that your names are written in the book of life, for you live, work, suffer, and die for the glory of God and the knowledge of the Gospel.”

A Message for These Times  (p. 325)

    (Jesus says to Maria Valtorta, whom He calls His “little John”:)

    “... every Gospel passage and episode is a mine of teachings ... as with a few fish and a few pieces of bread I was able to feed the crowds, in the same way your spirits can be limitlessly fed by the few passages that are reported in the Four Gospels.  Indeed, an incalculable number of men have been feeding on them for twenty centuries.  And I, now, through My little John, have given an increase in episodes and words because starvation is truly about to consume spirits and I have mercy on them ... the Holy Spirit ... is the teaching Master seated on the cathedra of Gospel instruction.

    “When the Paraclete comes, He will instruct you concerning all truth and teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said, ‘teaching the true spirit of every word, of every letter of the episode ...’

    “And may My Body and Blood forever be in you ... so that you will exalt the virtues of Him who called you out of darkness, into His admirable Light.”


(Jn. 14:26)

______________________________________

(Some Letters)

A Gift to Live Up To


I was pleased and surprised to hear that Maria Valtorta is getting recognition from readers in Australia.  Several years ago a friend loaned me the first volume of The Poem – for a week only.  I casually glanced through it, read a little passage here and there, and suddenly realised that here was something to help my spiritual life.  As a result, I finished in a week, returned it, bought the five volumes, and realised the beauty of them and the wonderful descriptions of the life of Jesus, His Mother, and everyone else He met on His 3-year journeying on earth with us.  Over 63 years + of convent life, I have read many books of Christ’s life among us, but none came up to The Poem.


As soon as I finish Volume # 5 I go back to Volume # 1 and start again.  So far I have probably read them all at least seven times.  These days I alternate with the Bible (as Our Lady asked us to read the Bible).  When I first came to the Passion of Our Lord in Volume # 5, I just couldn’t read it all – too realistic and too terrible – but now I read it all, and don’t rush through as I did at first.  My excitement at finding this wonderful life of Jesus made me hurry up and start again, but now I take it slowly.


All people who lived during the hundreds of years before The Poem missed a lot, so we who are given this gift of The Poem have a lot to live up to.


Please excuse the writing – my pen slips out of my control every few words.  God bless all readers of Maria’s Poem.  I’ll keep the group in my prayers.

SISTER M.C., South Australia.

A Shared Learning


My mother and I first read The Poem of the Man-God a few years ago.  My mother, being a speed reader, has gotten through (the five volumes) at least three times.  She says her favourite is the first on on Our Blessed Mother.


We each were reading our own particular volume, and each night we would read aloud three of four chapters – which lead us to discussion and a clearer understanding of Our Lord’s teachings.  Some of it was very daunting, and at times we felt like children who had gotten into trouble and had lessons to learn.  But there was always the Love.  We experienced all emotions, and (thanks to God) we never doubted the writings.


Although we had conflicts from outside, we trusted in Him, and stumbled along on our spiritual life.


I have also read The Book of Azariah which I also found helpful, even though it sat on a shelf for a while before I was ready to read it.  This was very hard going, because I was made aware that even the smallest transgression wounds Jesus.  The End Times frightened me, and made me aware of His Majesty and Power.  But I love the Poem.  He is there.


TINA SPOONER, Woomera, S.A.

Contemplating, and Listening


I have just read and contemplated when Jesus appeared (after His Resurrection) to various people, especially to the mother of Judas.  What love, what compassion, what consolation.  Mary of Simon (Judas’ mother) would have torn her womb to prevent the birth of her son.  “NO” says Jesus.  The penances many went through for Judas did not save him.  The judgement of God – perfect.  Will we be unhappy in Heaven if our loved ones are not there – obviously not.  That is the hard one!…  I just whisper trust, trust, trust.


These books have given me so much confidence to speak out.  I love having the Jehova;s Witnesses around – and if I’m needed to say anything on morals or values (or re-incarnation, evolution, astrology etc.), I’m often quoting The Poem.  I listen, then say: “yes, I see your point, but I see it like this…”  My whole personality changes.  I become enthusiastic, alive – isn’t it wonderful!

EVA RICHTER, Northam, W.A.

This compilation is an extract from Bulletin # 4 of the Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group, a non-profit organisation which promotes the writings of Maria Valtorta, the best-known of which are the five volumes of “The Poem of the Man-God”, “The End Times - as revealed to Maria Valtorta”, and “The Book of Azariah”.  

These and other books of Maria Valtorta’s writings are available from the Readers’ Group, at 12 Parker Road, Silvan, Vic.  3795.  Tel/Fax (03) 9737 9228.

Please contact the Readers’ Group if you want further information, or if you wish to be sent a free copy of the latest Bulletin, plus a current catalogue.


David D. Murray,  Assistant Convenor
