MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

BULLETIN   NO. 3  -  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  1996

Dear Readers,


The previous bulletin included the story and picture of a rose petal, with a coloured print enclosed.  This tiny rose petal, with its image of the Face of the Crucified Jesus and the explanation of its miraculous origin, has had a profound effect on many of the hundreds of people who have seen it.  The image appears consistent with the results of the treatment of Jesus during His Scourging and Crowning with Thorns (see Volume 5 of The Poem of the Man-God), and has a similarity to the photograph of Jesus’ Face on the cover of The Holy Shroud in the Writings of Maria Valtorta.  More of the photos are available on request (see catalogue enclosed).


Since the inception of the Readers’ Group in April of this year, the number on the mailing list has steadily grown.  While most of the Group are the “already converted”, there is much scope for making known the wonderful writings of Maria Valtorta to the wider population.  Please feel free to photo-copy and pass around these bulletins.  Ideas and material for future bulletins will be most welcome.


A number of readers say they have experienced negative comments about The Poem from non-believers in the supernatural origin of Maria’s writings.  It is emphasised that these writings are recordings of Private Revelations - which we are free to believe or disbelieve.


One way of looking at this is to consider the writings as “stories”, which would be in keeping with a statement issued from the Vatican in November 1994, which says:  “There is no harm in reading these books, provided it is clearly understood that the Church does not recognise (my emphasis) the contents of these books as being of supernatural nature ...”  For further commentary on the Vatican’s attitude to The Poem, see “The Poem and the Vatican” overleaf.


For readers who wish to know more about the arguments for and against The Poem’s supernatural origin, I can send you a copy of a 1992 issue of A Call to Peace, published in the United States (see catalogue), which responds in (what I believe to be) no uncertain terms to attacks on The Poem’s authenticity.  This issue discusses the opinions of two or three notable critics of Maria Valtorta’s writings, and cites some prominent defenders, including Bishop Roman Danylak, Fr. Gabriel Roschini (the noted Theologian and Mariologist), Fr. Rene Laurentin, Fr. Peter Rookie, Fr. Al Winshman, Fr Michael O’Carroll - and the well known “lay apostles” Josyp Terelya, Wayne Weible and John Haffert (see John’s detailed and informative testimony to The Poem in Bulletins #1 and #2).


Perhaps the debate’s most telling words are Jesus’ own:  “A good tree cannot bear evil fruit, neither can an evil tree bring forth good fruit” - Matthew 7:18

[The preceding quotation is from the Douay-Rheims Bible, regarded as the most authentic translation from the original Latin Vulgate, and accepted by the Church for over 1,500 years (see catalogue).  I have the re-print of a very informative article about this Bible for anyone interested.]

Jesus’  2,000th  Birthday

In The Diary of Jesus (see catalogue), Jean Aulagnier, after five years extensive scientific analysis, ascertained that the information from Maria Valtorta’s writings of more than 10,000 handwritten pages “perfectly matched the most up-to-date historical, archaeological, astronomical, cartographical, and climatic data”.  More importantly, he found that “everything that this woman wrote is in perfect harmony with the Gospels, so much so that it was possible to date every chapter and every  verse of the Gospel”.


Of special significance to these times, and relating the events to our modern-day calendar, Aulagnier pin-pointed the date of Jesus’ Birth to be the night of December 10-11, in the year 5 B.C.  Bearing in mind that there were no years 0 B.C. and 0 A.D., Jesus would have been five years old on the night of December 10-11, in the year 1 A.D.  It follows that Jesus will have been born exactly 2,000 years ago, on the night of December 10-11, 1996!


Let’s take this one step further.  The Church traditionally celebrates the Christmas event at midnight.  On December 10th, midnight in Palestine will be 9 a.m. standard time, or 8 a.m. summer time, on Wednesday December 11th, in eastern Australia.


It would be wonderful if Maria Valtorta’s readers from near and distant places could form a spiritual hook-up and join in this celebration, at the same time.


In Melbourne, members of the Readers’ Group are invited to join together on Wednesday, December 11th 1996, for Rosary (Joyful Mysteries) and Mass, followed by “whatever”.  The time, venue, Celebrant and program have yet to be arranged (please ring closer to the date).  We invite members in other places to let us know what your plans might be, should you decide to participate in this unique and wonderful event.  We can pray together in the best way possible, on this special day.

May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray,  Editor and Assistant Convenor.

         THE POEM  AND THE VATICAN


(Much has been made of alleged opposition from the Vatican to the publication of “The Poem of the Man-God”, and of “The Poem’s” inclusion in the “Index of Forbidden Books” (the Index was repealed in 1966).  The following extracts are from the Father Roschini’s “The Virgin Mary in the Writings of Maria Valtorta” (p. 21), and from a statement by Father Roman Danylak, now a Bishop in Toronto, Canada.  Both these passages appear in the issue of “A Call to Peace”, referred to on  page 1 of this Bulletin.)
Father Roschini:  “On January 6, 1960, the Osservatore Romano published an article about Il Poema dell’Uomo-Dio as well as a stern censure against it *.  However, in the article it frankly admitted that we could find in this work ‘lessons in Marian Theology which show a complete knowledge of the latest studies by present day specialists on the matter ...  These theological lessons are written in the very terms which a professor of our day would use.’


*(In a footnote Fr. Roschini’s editor adds:) “Oddly enough, the officials who used this censure were not even aware of Pope Pius X11’s declaration on February 26, 1948, during the special audience he granted to Fr. Berti and two witnesses ...  Within one year, Fr. Berti was able to tell the newly appointed officials of the audience.  Within weeks, the censure was tacitly acknowledged to have been invalid and permission was granted to publish the second edition of Il Poema dell’Uomo-Dio.”


[Pope Pius X11’s often-quoted declaration was:  “Publish this work as it is.  There is no need to give an opinion on its origin, whether it be extraordinary or not.  Whoever reads it will understand.  (These days) we hear of so many visions and revelations.  I am not saying that all of them would be true, but there are some of them that are authentic.” - Ed.]

Bishop Danylak:   “... The decree that abrogated the index of forbidden books, distinguishes between those books that were placed on the index because of their objectionable moral, theological and anti-ecclesial character, and other literature, as writings on private revelations or purported visions, that were published without prior approval of ecclesiastical authorities.  The intense wish of Maria Valtorta, who disclaimed any personal authorship of The Poem of the Man-God, other than that she was called to be an amanuerensis or recording secretary, claiming that the writings were a gift from the Lord, was that the Church should approve this work.  One of her greatest crosses was that this approval was never obtained, even though the final edition of the entire corpus of The Poem was published in compliance with the new rules established by the Holy See.  Nor was she responsible for the first, nor for that matter the subsequent, publications.  This was the work of zealous friends who wanted to share a good thing with the world.


“There was and is nothing morally, theologically or scripturally objectionable, nothing that is contrary to Church teaching or opposed to the authority of the Church, in her works.  This was the conclusion of the several authorities that I have adduced, as well, also, of the censors of her works who were responsible for the article in the Osservatore Romano of 1960 ...”

             MOTHER  AND  MEDIATRIX


(“Who in the days of his flesh, with a strong cry and tears, offering up prayers and supplications to him that was able to save him from death, was heard for his reverence.  And whereas indeed he was the Son of God, he learned obedience by the things which he suffered:  And being consummated, he became, to all that obey him, the cause of eternal salvation.” - Hebrews 5:7-9.  Douay-Rheims)
Alone He stands before the dread abyss

Dark depths of grievous untold suffering

For none can ever hope to measure this

Full moral, physical and psychic sting.

Maternal intuition there meanwhile

Is gazing on His pensive, sacred Face.

On hers she’s crucified a loving smile,

Within she weeps and pleads for courage, grace.

His eyes meet hers of sacrificial love,

Pure dove formed thus in Him her clefted Rock.

New Eve, His helpmate bonded so above

By pray’r her Abel tending and His flock.

His ever childlike soul is prey to fear,

So vulnerable in His Humanity;

While living nightmares last, appear so clear,

Less conscious He of the Divinity.

E’en now the Father’s presence will recede.

Despair, temptation, brings the Evil One.

Ah! Mother! greater Esther, intercede!

My spirit save, this true life of your Son.

Your priceless tears of impetrating pow’r -

Each leaves its trace of salt upon my heart -

My cup’s most bitter dregs in that dire hour,

Devised by Love’s so cruel yet perfect art.

Your pleas will wrest from God mirac’lously

A curing Raphael for My Agony.

Through journeyed vales of vast humility,

To win My bride on heights of Calvary.

O chosen mother of this Bride and Groom;

Your prayers are wine in our stark marriage bow’r,

Proceeding far beyond my silent tomb

Your harmonies angelic song endow.

Sweet incense to precede the Pontiff-King,

Co-Fiat ravishing the Trinity,

And Fairest Love all Heaven capturing

My Victor’s crowning Joy eternally!

“Pray Mary for us now and at the end” -

Earth echoes sigh of My redeeming Face.

Triumphant then, to yours, with love I’ll bend,

Dear Mother, Mediatrix of All Grace!

(Inspired by Scripture and “The Poem of the Man-God”, and contributed by “a writer from Tasmania”)










        LETTERS



A New Reader

A month ago I began reading the first volume of The Poem of the Man-God and I can’t put it down.  Every time I see my family, most of my conversation is about the wonderful events the book gives us an insight to.



  CARMEL TANNA, HOMEBUSH N.S.W.

The Miracle of Lazarus

I have read all five volumes of The Poem, and am half way through again.  There are so many instances about Jesus’ life which touch my heart, perhaps none more than the eagerness He has to forgive the apostles and others if they ask Him, and how He loved and forgave Judas all through.  His love for us is certainly beyond our understanding ...


Surely one of the most incredible scenes was the raising of Lazarus from the dead ... to reconstitute a decomposed body in full view of the Sanhedrin, with Jesus knowing that this would prove to be the turning point for their belief or rejection of Him.


JOHN LOVEGROVE, PORT MACQUARIE N.S.W.

The Colour of the Picture

I’m on my third round of The Poem and love it ...  My faith ... as has some others who have the Volumes, has grown and multiplied ...  the love that pours out of Jesus is truly awesome.  When I’m asked about The Poem and the Bible I say this:


“The Poem is only the New Testament.  The Bible is the black and white picture and Valtorta puts the colour and detail into that picture.  Through the knowledge gleaned from her writings, I feel and hear God in my soul ...”



            EVA RICHTER, NORTHAM, W.A.

Fruits for an Anglican

My friend Eva Richter has called this morning with your gift of the rose petal image photo and accompanying explanation.  I thank you very sincerely.  She also loaned me two bulletins of your Readers’ Group which I was delighted to know of - if it wasn’t for Eva I would be totally isolated in my reading of The Poem of the Man-God.


I have read all five volumes but have been noticeably unsuccessful in loaning Vol. #1 to friends who I have felt sure would be equally touched and inspired as I was.  For me, The Poem has been a significant part of my spiritual journey and has given depth of understanding to my reading of the Gospels.  I have to confess that the five volumes took me well over five years to read, as I started out very sceptically checking and cross-referencing every scrap that I read against a Bible dictionary, Bible atlas, and the Gospels themselves.


I remember very early in my reading, I was telling my brother-in-law (he is a member of the Uniting Church, I worship with the Anglican Communion) of this amazing book I had found, but also expressed my reservations about the aspects which I could not validate.  He asked me what had been the fruit of this book in my life, so I told him of the increased depth of my prayer-life and increased search of the Scriptures.  His very dry comment: “good fruit, keep reading” seemed to be the turning point for me.  From that point I could totally accept that the Holy Spirit had led me to these volumes.


           NOLA CHAMBERLAIN, NORTHAM, W.A.

Adverse Reports

I thank God for (the Group) ... although I already had the five Volumes and had read them and loved them, and also The End Times and the one on the Blessed Virgin, I had not touched them for some time, because of adverse reports.  However, after receiving the information from (Sister V.) and speaking with her on the phone, I have just about finished Volume 5 again and really can’t put it down.



         JOAN LILL, NARRANDERA N.S.W.

The Books and the Photo

Thank you for Bulletins 1 and 2.  They are most informative and most helpful, but, oh the photo enclosed - words just can’t express how I felt when I saw this beautiful photo.  How good Our Divine Lord is to us poor sinners.  He is showing us in so many ways His love for us, and His message is for us to convert while there is still time.  And Our Blessed Mother too is so active all over the world with so many wonderful miracles (weeping and bleeding statues etc. etc.). We must act now to their calling us back to God.


... I have read The Poem many times (since 1986), and have started #1 again ... We weren’t brought up reading the Bible, and over the years it hasn’t been easy to follow, but The Poem has brought it all to life.  I feel I know - really know - Jesus, Mary and Joseph, also Jesus’ apostles and Jesus’ life on earth etc.  I will never tire of reading these books, and I thank God for them.  I also have her Autobiography, a sad but wonderful book.


... How blessed we are to have been introduced to Maria’s wonderful books.  I do wish more people could read them, but there is so little interest with so many one speaks to ... I really love the Prayers - I was up, or rather awake all night reading it, it has answered and made clear many little difficulties I have had with meditation etc. ... I spend most of my time reading - there are so many great books I can read over and over again, not being able to get about it’s great ...



       TESS ALLISON, BAIRNSDALE VIC.


(Tess is 76 years old, and has been in a wheelchair for some time.  She lost her husband three years ago.  On 7th September she left for Medjugorje on a pilgrimage.  - Ed.)

A Training Supplement

I started reading The Poem in my first year of Seminary training, at the advice of the Rector and Professor of Sacred Scripture.  He still uses it for Retreats and classes to shed light on the Bible, and he is a great defender of Catholic doctrine and tradition.  I consider reading these Volumes the greatest supplement to my Seminary training and Priestly ministry, for which I shall be eternally grateful to God and Maria Valtorta.  It was like being in the very first Seminary!


God bless you in your work, a real apostolate close to His Sacred Heart.  May we never stop praising and thanking Our Divine Lord for the great help He has given us, poor sinners that we are, to keep following Him.  (cf Jeremiah 6:16 and 10:21 !!)





        FATHER K.R., VIC.

“Wonder of Wonders”

I have read the five books of The Poem for the second time and found the second reading completely different from the first.


When I bought them they were expensive, and I had never paid that much for a book before, so I only had ONE.  My  husband  bought  me  one  more,  and  then,   wonder  of

wonders, I won $150 in a competition so I had the five, which I lend out to friends on condition they come back.  A Josephite Sister is at present reading her way through them.


           MRS  M. O’DRISCOLL, ANNERLEY, QLD. 

A Witnessing of Love

Over the past eleven years, my life has been turned upside down.  A bout of illness (3 years), followed by money worries and problems, retrenchment (twice) and currently sixteen months of unemployment have taken their toll.


A personal test in Faith - most definitely;  the right to question - most probably;  a reason to give up - possibly.


The response to my simple based Faith, my belief in my God, my heart-spoken prayer - a simple but often repeated message to “Build My Church” ... I knew that Jesus did not mean me to take His word literally - so what did He mean?  Where to begin?  More anguish, frustration, prayer, and above all more perseverance and trust were needed.


I came across some pages stapled and entitled “The Nativity, the Shepherds, and the Three Wise Men” *.  Extracts from Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God.  Within a few days I was totally in love with my new discovery.  I would read parts and the tears would begin to flow.  The lump in the throat would become so big I thought it would choke me.  I would seek out my wife, and fighting back the tears, would re-read the parts to her before we would both, with tears streaming down her cheeks, sit and reflect on the parts of the story we had just completed.


My wife was so impressed that she bought the first volume as a Christmas present, then the second for my birthday, and so on for subsequent volumes throughout the year.  I opened the first page on Christmas night, and am currently more than half way through the third volume.


Whilst I walked a lonely road to an unknown destination, lost, confused and somewhat downhearted, I met this Man, Who was walking in the opposite direction with some others following Him.  He looked at me with such big, beautiful blue eyes.  He smiled at me and said: “Come, follow Me and help build My Church, My Name is Jesus.”


I have followed Him, through this three-dimensional book, across the plains of the Holy Land, in the boats on Galilee, in the various synagogues of Jerusalem and other places.  I have followed Him through the countryside, visiting places I have never heard of or could not even pronounce.


I have met so many people, both good and bad.  I have witnessed miracles firsthand and listened spellbound to His sermons and parables.  I have shed tears with Jesus, experienced anger at Judas, felt the love of Mary and John, and laughed with Peter and Thomas.  I have spent Retreat times with Jesus and His apostles.  I have prayed with them, been despatched on mission work with them (hurrying back to report to Him and share my successes and failures with those of the apostles), and I have witnessed Jesus pray to His Father.


I have spent just over two years of His public life with Him and I know Him intimately.  I love Him so much.  I want to give Him my shoulder to cry on, my chest to lean on, my arms to rest in, my heart to love Him, my soul to relieve Him, and my life to do with what He wills.


I follow Him every day.  By following Him I simply love Him, and by showing His daily life I am able to touch people in an intimate way, in the same way that I have watched Jesus touch people.


In the ministries in which He has led me - the youth, the sick, the aged and the grieved, I simply act as an extension of the Jesus that I follow and know so well.


Yes, my Lord, I will “Build Your Church”.  I now know now because You are showing me firsthand.  You show me how to love my neighbour, my friends, even my enemies.  You show me pure Charity, pure Love.  You teach me, by your example, the way You want me to act towards others.  I bless You for the day we met on the road, for Your invitation to follow You, and for the opportunity to get to know and love You so much ...



 BARRY WHATELEY, MULGRAVE VIC.


* Barry is chairperson of his Parish Pastoral Council.  The 20-page compilation of extracts from “The Poem”, entitled: The Nativity, the Shepherds, and the Three Wise Men, has been a treasured introduction to Maria Valtorta’s writings for him and for other new readers, and a heart-warming return to the Christmas stories for the “veterans”.  Copies available  - see catalogue.   Ed.)
Treatment of the Women Disciples

I have received great stimulation from reading The Poem which I purchased early in ‘92.  I have always felt it was an inspired work, although I became more cautious in my acceptance of it since reading negative comments by various people.  I always ask the Holy Spirit to guide me when reading The Poem, and I am confident that this has helped me to get maximum Scriptural benefit from the writings.


Each year at Easter time I re-read the sections relevant to the betrayal, Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Our Lord - as these events are occurring in our liturgical calendar.  I continue to be amazed at the reality of the scenes depicted.  I understand better the human weaknesses of the apostles at this time, and can empathise with them, seeing myself in their weaknesses.  The reaction of the apostles to the apparent bias of Jesus towards the women disciples is understandable, could I say, typical male behaviour.  The justice of Jesus and His compassion both come out strongly in reply to the apostles’ criticism.


The Poem is so full of beautiful scenes that complement the Gospel, it seems to me a pity that everyone doesn’t read it.  It does so much to bring the Gospel to life.



         TERRY NUNAN, HAMILTON, VIC.
       TO LOVE JESUS THROUGH MARY

 (As the time approaches for His Passion and Death, Jesus farewells His women disciples.  He asks them to appreciate their different origins and needs, and likens them to birds learning to fly and slowly getting ready to leave the nest.  He urges them to learn from both their victories and defeats ...)

“... and now and always be like daughters to My Mother.  She will guide you in everything.  She can guide girls as well as widows, wives as well as mothers, as She has become aware of all the consequences of every condition through Her own experience as well as through supernatural wisdom.  Love one another and love Me in Mary.  You will never fail because She is the Tree of Life, the living Ark of God, the form of God in Whom Wisdom made Its Seat and Grace became Flesh ...”
(Extract from Maria Valtorta’s

“The Poem of the Man-God”, Vol. 5, p. 334)
