MARIA VALTORTA READERS’ GROUP, AUSTRALIA

INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN  NO. 2  -  MAY-JUNE  1996

Dear Readers,

This bulletin contains the concluding pages of John Haffert’s appreciation of Maria Valtorta’s The Poem of the Man-God.  If you haven’t received the first issue, sent out some weeks ago, please let me know, and I’ll send you a copy.

In the first bulletin I asked for testimonies of experiences readers have had in reading the writings of Maria Valtorta.  Some letters already received are included overleaf.  I also have an experience of my own to share, about a rose petal.

In the last issue I mentioned a recent trip to Canada and Italy, on what was to become a learning pilgrimage about Maria Valtorta.  Before leaving Australia, I’d been privileged to see first hand the results of some manifestations which originated in Toronto, during the last couple of years.  These concern a man named Eddie, a middle-aged Philippino who lives in a suburb of Toronto, and who has experienced great suffering.  

According to the story I was told, Eddie has a Crucifix on an altar in his home.  One day he noticed that the Crucifix had begun to exude oil.  When people heard of this, they came to his home to pray.  Some brought statues with them, placed them on the altar, and some of these statues (the ones that had been blessed) began to weep.  One day someone noticed that some of the petals which had fallen from the roses on his altar had images on them.  I have seen some of these petals, with different images including the Crucified Jesus, Our Lady of Sorrows, and St. Joseph.  I have never met Eddie, nor have I been to his home.

On arrival in Canada, I spent five days at the farm of Shelagh and John Greensides near Marmora, a small town about three hours bus ride from Toronto.  During the last few years this farm has become the site of what are believed to be some extraordinary manifestations of Our Blessed Mother.

While there, Shelagh gave me one of the rose petals from Eddie’s home.  The petal was enclosed in plastic, and has an image of the Face of the Crucified Christ, which can be seen on both its sides.  I now carry it with me wherever I go.

About two months ago, a friend borrowed the rose petal to have it photographed.  I was reluctant to let it out of my possession, and was sceptical about it being photographed.  It is less than 4 centimetres across, and it seemed too opaque for this exercise.  The photographer, however, produced a coloured enlargement with an extraordinary amount of detail.

The Rose Petal (Photograph)

A few weeks later I visited a newly discovered friend in Wagga Wagga who has a profound love for the writings of Maria Valtorta.  He looked at the rose petal, then at the photograph, and within a few minutes he was looking up certain pages from Volume 5 of The Poem, which describe the Scourging of Jesus and the Crowning with Thorns.  His interpretation of what he saw, and his mention of a further connection with Msgr. Cerri’s The Holy Shroud, have given me much food for thought.

I’ve enclosed a coloured print of the photograph with this bulletin, together with a re-production of the above passages from The Poem.  I invite you to pray to the Holy Spirit for His gifts and Graces, to have the photograph beside you as you slowly read and meditate on these passages, and then to allow the Holy Spirit do the rest - however, and whenever.  It is important to remember that this is Private Revelation, and subject to there being no conflict with the Church’s teachings on faith and morals, we are free to believe or to disbelieve.

May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray

Assistant Convenor of the Group.






LETTERS






The Company of the Divine


Thank you so much for the invitation to join in your Maria Valtorta Readers’ Group.  When I read your literature I knew I had been put in touch with someone who loves and admires Maria Valtorta’s works as much as I do (or even more, if that is possible).


I cannot tell you how much intense emotion I felt as I read The Poem  the first time.  I have now read the English version 3 times, and the Passion even more, and each reading lifts me from my rather mundane existence into the company of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and the other hundreds of real human beings that people the pages.  I find especially beautiful and divine the sermons of Jesus - they would have to be of divine origin!  But every scene, every event, every word, every emotion, is beautiful beyond description.


I first read the books several years ago, and had to wait for the final volumes to be published in English.  I “lived” in Palestine for the 14 months it (first) took me to read them.  I have thanked God for this great work and revelation so many, many times; but strangely no-one that I recommended it to wished to read the books fully, but now that I have heard from you, I am elated - you love them as I do!


I have also read all Maria’s published works (magnificent of course), and re-read her biography several times.  I cannot know enough about her and the magnificent writings she produced with the guidance of her beloved Jesus.





   ROSE MARY RHODES





          Carlingford N.S.W.

Closer to Jesus and Mary

I was given a copy of your recent bulletin regarding the Maria Valtorta writings, and I can honestly say there was nothing I needed more to convince me of the hand of God being in these writings.


Only recently a friend was telling me she had been advised against reading or promoting The Poem, and this saddened me greatly, as I have been reading the fifth volume over the past few weeks, during my hour in the Chapel first thing each morning.  As a result I feel drawn so much closer to Jesus and His Holy Mother, and one can really feel part of the experiences.


It also make me sad that so many Priests and Religious are quick to criticise the works without ever reading more than a chapter or two.


However your bulletin has so greatly impressed me, and if you wouldn’t mind sending me a couple more copies, and to put my name on your mailing list, I will continue to promote Maria Valtorta far and wide among friends.


May God and Our Blessed Mother bless your group and the work you are doing.





     SISTER M.V., N.S.W.

Re-enforcing Childhood Values

I read the five volumes of The Poem of the Man-God back in late ‘94 - early ‘95.  I cannot really put a measure on the benefits and graces I have received through reading these books.  They has re-shaped bad attitudes that I had, and have re-inforced profoundly the Catholic beliefs and values which I was taught as a child.


Briefly, it’s just amazing how Maria Valtorta’s writings bring Our Lady and the saints out of their plaster casts and to life!  I didn’t really understand the relationship between Mary and Jesus at all before reading The Poem - or the role of Our Lady.  But now I have an insight into these and accept and love these things.


The other thing that struck me about The Poem was the high esteem and value of children - their virtues and the way they reacted to Jesus and Mary.  The Holy Family is truly the role model for all families, ESPECIALLY in these times.  There is so much to say about these volumes!





 CHERADEE GILLESPIE





        Albion Park, N.S.W.

Touching my Soul

I have been a strong, cultural Christian all my life.  I know God has walked alongside me, but like in the story Footprints, He was there many times without my realising it.


I was led to The Poem of the Man-God during a stage when things seemed to be happening co-incidentally.  I was with a group of women, friends of a friend, who were talking of Medjugorje.  I had never heard of this place before, but I wanted to know.  I finally found a bookshop in Auburn, but I didn’t know which book to choose - I stood for ages, and eventually it was the front cover that decided me.  It was Wayne Weible’s first book.  I read, or should I say drank in every word of that book like I had just reached an oasis in a very large desert.  In Wayne’s book, he mentions The Poem of the Man-God.


It took me four years to get the first volume of The Poem, I didn’t know anyone I could borrow from and I could not afford to buy one.  I always wanted to know about Mary’s childhood, Her relationship with Jesus, and Jesus’ relationships with His apostles.  The Poem is fulfilling all my expectations.


Some of the things I read, and the power of their descriptions, bring out all my emotion.  So I like to read when I am alone, because several times when I have finished reading I find myself crying uncontrollably.


Mostly I want to talk about what I have just read.  I tried discussing it with several different people and received varied reactions - mostly negative.  Once at Chestnut Hill I saw a group of people who meet there once a week to pray the Rosary.  I started going along, and on one visit a man named David Murray arrived and quietly talked about The Poem, and I realised another “co-incidental” meeting was taking place.


I love to hear David talk, because he puts into words how I am feeling, and I know when I talk to him about something I have just read, he knows the emotion and what I mean when I say it has touched my deepest soul.


I spent my life knowing and being very complacent about God, and the only people I ever trusted were God and my mother - and I wasn’t too sure about God.  But since I started reading The Poem He is personally in my life, and I can walk on and know I am never alone!






    MARY ARMS






     Boronia, VIC.

[Mary lists some favourite passages from the three volumes she has been reading so far - in Chapter/Part numbers:

Ch 36/4-6 The Holy Family in Egypt;

Ch 101/2-3 Jesus Questions His Mother about His Disciples;

Ch 150 Jesus at Nazareth. “Son I Will Come with You”;

Ch 198/2-4 Jesus Meets His Mother at Bethany;

Ch 343/5 At Caesarea Philippi;

Ch 351/5-17 Little Benjamin of Capernaum;  and

Ch 354/1-3 Nicolaus of Antioch
