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Dear Readers,

In my enthusiasm for reading and telling about the writings of Maria Valtorta, I had thought of certain ways of passing on information and knowledge about what has been one of the most wonderful discoveries of my life.  A recent trip to Canada (and meetings with two significant figures in the Maria Valtorta Research Society), and Italy (where while visiting Maria Valtorta’s tomb in Florence I had an encounter with the publisher of The Poem of the Man-God) changed all this, provided access to much new material, and gave this “mission” new directions.

If this territory is new to you, I hope and pray that this and future bulletins will stimulate your interest in the writings of Maria Valtorta, a 20th century mystic and victim-soul, and the accounts of what she witnessed and what she heard.  If you have read The Poem and/or some of the other publications of her writings, I believe that like me you will never want to stop reading more and more of these wonderful revelations.

The main item of this bulletin is the first instalment of a testimony from John Haffert - which I believe will draw new readers to The Poem, and ring many bells for the “veterans”.  John has been a student of books on the life of Jesus for many years, and has written a number of books himself, including The Meaning of Akita and the recent You, Too! Go into My Vineyard!.  He was once editor of Soul magazine where he introduced The Poem to the English public, and is now associated with the Lay Apostolate Foundation in the U.S.

A second item is an assembly of information about Maria Valtorta’s other works.  I will be happy to supply any of these to you if you wish (please ask for a catalogue), and will also provide a subject Index and Scriptural cross-references for The Poem, The End Times, The Book of Azariah, and The Virgin Mary ..., to purchasers.  Proceeds from these sales will assist the collation and passing on of research and information, and the preparation and mail-out of bulletins (which are free, for the time being).

One such research document just revised from an earlier draft, which can be made available to readers, is: Maria Valtorta’s “The Poem of the Man-God” - Scriptural References.  This draws from and expands upon material from Jean Aulagnier’s The Diary of Jesus, and from the work of the Reverend Anthony Dellsi, O.C.S.O., former prior of the Holy Spirit Monastery in Conyers, Georgia, U.S.  It lists separate Gospel/Poem references for parables, miracles and other significant events in the life of Jesus, and contains comprehensive cross-referencing of The Poem to the Old and New Testaments, and vice-versa.  The “vice-versa” section (Scripture to The Poem) reconciles the daily Gospel readings at Mass (the “little bites”) with their specific page locations in the five volumes of The Poem.  Approximately 96% of these Gospel occurrences have (so far) been found in The Poem.

I have a profound love for the writings of Maria Valtorta.  I can give personal testimony of their fruits in critical areas of my spiritual life, and I have copies of other testimonies which are consistent with my own experience.  I also have much material which refutes, in (what I believe to be) no uncertain terms, claims that Maria Valtorta’s writings are not divinely inspired.  In this last decade of the twentieth century, the messages which Jesus and Mary have given through Maria Valtorta are profoundly relevant, most timely, and extraordinarily helpful.

Please write and tell of your encounters with The Poem and with any other writings of Maria Valtorta.  This is an opportunity to pass on some of your testimonies.  May your readings give you joy, add depth to your understanding of the messages from Scripture, and bring you closer to God the Father, to Jesus, to the Holy Spirit, to Mary, and to Joseph.

May I conclude with an extract from The Poem (Vol. 5 p. 154-5) which has helped me greatly at difficult times.  I call it: The Joseph Prayer.
May God bless and keep you all.

David D. Murray

Assistant Convenor of the Group

The Joseph Prayer.

(It is nearing the time of Jesus’ Passion, and Jesus is saying goodbye to His friend Joseph of Arimathea:)

“... Goodbye, Joseph.  Be just.  Just like him who was my guardian for so many years and who was capable of every renovation to serve the Lord his God.  If he were here, among us, oh! how he would teach you to serve the Lord perfectly, to be just, just, just.  But it is right that he should already be in Abraham’s bosom! ...  In order not to see the injustice of Israel.  Holy servant of God!  ...  A new Abraham, with a broken heart, but with perfect will, he would not have advised me to be cowardly, but he would have spoken the words that he used to utter when anything painful weighed heavily upon us:

Oh!  He would have said so also to comfort Me to suffer the deepest sorrows ...  He would have comforted us ...”

‘Let us raise our spirits.  We shall meet the yes of God and we shall forget that it is men who grieve us.  And let us do whatever is burdensome, as if the Most High presented it to us.  In this way we shall sanctify also the least things, and God will love us.’

THE WRITINGS OF MARIA VALTORTA
(To be continued in next Bulletin)

